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Pre Donut Hole per 3 months  Cost in the Donut Hole per 3 months  
   

 

Asthma steroid MDI  105     363 

 

 

Brand  name NOAC  105    463 

 

 

Warfarin (generic)  8    minimal change  

 

 

Furosemide  (generic) 8    minimal change 

 

 

Total COST determined by the month you “enter” the gap:    July vs Nov? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  











Other Important Factors  

Beyond Price  



MIXED MESSAGES 

Stop anticoagulation after ablation 

Paroxysmal  AF 

Overweight of bleeding risk scores 

Checking your pulse is enough 

Aspirin still does the job 



Paroxysmal AF is associated with the highest risk of not 
receiving anticoagulation 

Aronis KN et al. Int J Cardiol. 2016 Jan 1;202:214-20 
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OAC only Aspirin + OAC Aspirin only None

OR [95% CI] p-value 

Age (≥80 yo) 0.51 [0.37, 0.72] <0.01 

CHADS2 1.22 [1.09, 1.37] <0.01 

Permanent vs. 
Paroxysmal AF  

3.25 [2.25, 4.69] <0.01 

Sex (Female vs. 
Male) 

1.22 [0.88, 1.68] 0.23 



Stroke 2006:37; 1075-1080 



Have the trials addressed all of the gaps? 

1. Active cancer 

2. Chronic pain 

3. Repetitive falls 

4. Recurrent hemorrhage 

5.   Mod-severe liver disease 

6. Severe renal impairment 

7. Burden of AF, atrial ectopy that warrants lifelong AC 
 

 

 

 


