
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

October 19, 2009 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 

United States Senate 

133 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

Dear Senator Stabenow: 

 

On behalf of the American College of Cardiology (ACC), representing 37,000 

cardiovascular healthcare professionals, I am writing in strong support of S. 1776, 

the “Medicare Physicians Fairness Act of 2009.”  We sincerely appreciate your 

support to permanently repeal the flawed Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) formula 

and place physicians on a path toward predictable and stable updates in the future. 

 

As you well know, physicians face an unprecedented 21.5 percent cut in Medicare 

payment rates in January 2010. The passage of S. 1776 would repeal the SGR 

formula and erase its past debt, setting the stage for additional Medicare physician 

payment reforms that we hope will emphasize quality improvements. We believe 

repealing the flawed SGR formula is essential to achieving true delivery system 

reform in the future and we look forward to its final passage. 

 

Again, thank you for taking a leadership role in correcting the flawed physician 

reimbursement.  We strongly support your efforts and look forward to working to 

make S. 1776 law.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Alfred A. Bove, M.D., FACC 

President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


