
July 26, 2006 
 
The Honorable Michael C. Burgess, MD 
1721 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Dr. Burgess: 
 
On behalf of the American College of Cardiology (ACC), I am writing to thank 
you for addressing several of the critical issues facing the physician community 
through the introduction of your legislation, “The Medicare Physician Payment 
Reform and Quality Improvement Act of 2006” (H.R. 5866).   
 
The ACC is a 33,000 member non-profit professional medical society and 
teaching institution whose mission is to advocate for quality cardiovascular 
care—through education, research promotion, development and application of 
standards and guidelines—and to influence health care policy. 
 
The ACC strongly supports the elimination of the flawed sustainable growth 
rate (SGR) formula used to determine annual physician payment updates, and 
agrees with your approach of using the Medicare economic index (MEI) as a 
more accurate measure of changes in the cost of providing medical services. 
After years of an unpredictable physician reimbursement system, your 
legislation will provide much needed stability.  
 
The voluntary performance measure reporting program outlined in your 
legislation is consistent with ACC’s principles on pay-for-performance 
programs for the delivery of cardiovascular care. A copy of our principles are 
attached for your reference. We appreciate that your measurement building 
process relies on input from the physician specialty community and is 
consensus-driven. 
 
In addition, we are pleased that H.R. 5866 places a one-year delay on the 
Deficit Reduction Act (DRA) reductions in payments for office-based imaging 
services. We believe the cuts are bad policy and could negatively affect patient 
care. We support your legislation’s authorization of an Institute of Medicine 
report study of the utilization and appropriateness of imaging services.   
 
Lastly, we have long felt that the Medicare program must not be viewed in silos, 
especially as services like medical imaging have shifted out of hospitals and 
into the physicians’ offices. Physicians are being unfairly penalized because the 
current SGR formula does not account for technological advances that allow for 
this shift to occur. As such, we support your legislation’s thoughtful study of the 
impact on Part A spending on the shift of services into Part B.   
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The ACC greatly appreciates your dedication to representing the concerns of the physician 
community. We commend you for your leadership on these important issues and we look forward 
to working with you to address them this year. Should you have any questions, or if the ACC can 
be of assistance, please contact Camille Bonta at cbonta@acc.org or (301) 897-2620 or Jennifer 
Brunelle at jbrunell@acc.org or (301) 581-3477.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Steven E. Nissen, MD, FACC    
President, American College of Cardiology                
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