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The Chest XThe Chest X--Ray:  Principles of Ray:  Principles of 
ReadingReading

1.  The bones1.  The bones
2. The lungs2. The lungs
3. The heart3. The heart
4. The vessels4. The vessels
5. Miscellaneous such as 5. Miscellaneous such as 
pacemakers, catheters, etc.pacemakers, catheters, etc.





Normal
Chest
xray



Is this lateral
chest x-ray
from the 
same patient as 
the last film—
the PA film?





Right pleural
effusion





Old film for comparison
with recent film showing
a left lower lobe
pneumonia





Pneumonia,
bilateral



TB





Pulmonary Edema
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COPD



Pneumothorax,
Collapsed lung



Marked cardiomegaly





Dissection of the
Aorta





Can the cardiac specialist 
learn anything from the 
abdominal x-ray?






