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D2B Teamwork

• Is it “my” Emergency Department Door 

…and “your” Cath lab Balloon?

• Or Vice Versa?

It’s OUR Door-to-Balloon Time
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Regional STEMI Networks 

address many of ACEP Issues 

• A = Access: 9-1-1 provides entire communities 
with timely Access to Quality care

• B = Boarding: There is No boarding of 
STEMI patients. They are immediately 
dispositioned to the Cath Lab (<30 minutes)

• C = Crowding: STEMI patients enter a virtual 
express-lane to the Cath Lab. No “wall-time” for 
paramedics bringing a STEMI patient



Regional STEMI Networks 

address many of ACEP Issues 

• D = Diversions: STEMI Receiving Centers stay 

open to STEMI patients, regardless of ED diversion 
status for routine ambulances.

• E = EMTALA: Despite unfunded mandate for 

uncompensated medical care, Cath Lab staff routinely 
perform primary PCI for ALL patients

• F = Fear: Clinicians fear medical liability. 

However regional STEMI networks optimize patient 
care and thus minimize liability exposure



American College of Emergency 

Physicians (ACEP)

Annals of Emergency Medicine or website emreportcard.org



ACEP EM Report Card 2009



California

State has or is working on a 

PCI network or STEMI 

system of care

55% of acute MI patients in 

CA given PCI ≤ 90 minutes

of arrival (2006 TJC Hospital 

Compare data)

NR = Not Reported, based 

upon ACEP survey of State 

Health Officials, 2008



AHA-ML: A call to arms for EM
ACEP News, January 2009

by Drs O’Connor and Solomon

• EM is at a “vital intersection” which connects 

pre-hospital care with hospital specialists

• “At times, the specialty of EM has been noted 

to particularly sensitive to other specialties or

authorities…dictating our practice.”

• Mission: Lifeline is a “call to arms” for EM 

…GET INVOLVED


