
Figure 1. Steps in the Development of Evidence-Based Guidelines

Step One

Determine the guideline
scope and clinical 
objectives

Step Two

Define and conduct 
appropriate and comprehensive
literature searches

Step Three 

Sort and evaluate the
evidence

Step Four 

Synthesize and interpret
the evidence 

Step Five

Write recommendations 
based on expert interpretation
of the evidence

Step Six

Assign classification of 
recommendations and
strength of evidence

Step Seven

Create tables, diagrams, 
and mnemonics describing
recommendations
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