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Tips and Tricks to Writing a Great 
Abstract



Why write an abstract?*

ÅOrganizes your thinking

ÅLearning writing and, if accepted, presenting

ÅQuestions at presentation can inform the 
manuscript

ÅAn academic achievement that demonstrates your 
interest in research

*I will discuss writing an abstract for submission 
to a scientific meetingτmuch but not all 
applies to writing an abstract for a paper



Issues to consider

ÅGeneral 

ÅTitle

ÅIntroduction

ÅMethods

ÅResults

ÅConclusions



Generally, speaking…
DO 

ÅPrepare early and share 
with senior authors

ÅReview language

ÅAssess for coherence & 
continuity

ÅObey word limit

ÅConsider the reviewer

5hbΩ¢

ÅWrite it up at the last 
minute

ÅForget to proofread

ÅIntroduce concepts 
έŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ άǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ 

Å¦ǎŜ έƴŜǿέ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ 
jargon

ÅUse footnotes



Review, proofread, review, and 
review



Consider the Reviewer

ÅReviewing dozens (sometimes 100+) of submissions in 
a short time period

ÅNeed to catch their attention

ÅLittle patience for typos, errors in methods, 
overstatement



Abstract Title

DO
Å/ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜ

ÅMatch to findings

5hbΩ¢
ÅOver-promise

ÅBe too literal or too general



Introduction

Å!ǾƻƛŘ άōƻƛƭŜǊǇƭŀǘŜέ όƎŜƴŜǊƛŎύ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ
ÅάIŜŀǊǘ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ 
ƳƻǊōƛŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅέ

ÅTwo sentences (or so) that get to the point

ÅWhat is known and what will you add? 

ÅIt must match the conclusions
ÅάhǳǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ aLέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƳŀǘŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ά²ƻƳŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ aL ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜǘŀ ōƭƻŎƪŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅέ



Methods

ÅYou must condense

ÅSimple things (e.g. bivariate analysis) are implied--focus on 
the complex (e.g. multivariable models)

ÅLw. ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƛǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘΣ ǎƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
(although you musthave approval)

ÅUse statistical consultant to avoid common errors



Results—not quite like a paper

ÅTell the storyτno more and no less

Å!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎǘƻǊȅέ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ 
presentation

ÅConsider table or figure for complex resultsavoid the 
άƴǳƳōŜǊ ōƭƛȊȊŀǊŘέ

ÅέbŜƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎτwhat are the confidence intervals?

ÅPresent both relative and absolute risks



Consider Table or Figure for 
Complex Data



Conclusions

ÅDO
ÅSummarize results 

conceptually 

ÅWhy are they interesting? 

ÅWhere do they lead?

ÅDO NOT 
Åsimply restate your results

Åconclude what your results 
do not support

Åuse causal language for 
observations

ÅƻǾŜǊǎǘŀǘŜ άƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ



Key Points

ÅRemember the reviewer

ÅLogical flow and coherence are critical

ÅWatch your language

ÅRead, revise, consult, re-read, reviseΧ.

Å.Ŝ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ-state it!

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΧ



¡GRACIAS!


