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DISCLOSURE/CONFLICT  
OF INTEREST STATEMENT
As a provider jointly accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), 
the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education 
(ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center (ANCC), the American College of Cardiology 
Foundation (ACCF) must ensure balance, 
independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all of 
their directly provided or jointly provided/co-provided 
educational activities. Planners, presenters, and other 
contributors, in a position to control the content 
are required to disclose to the audience all relevant 
financial relationships he/she may have, occurring 
within the past 24 months, with any entity producing, 
marketing, re-selling, or distributing health care 
goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients. 
When an unlabeled use of a commercial product 
or an investigational use not yet approved for any 
purpose is discussed during an educational activity, 
the contributor should disclose that the product is 
not labeled for the use under discussion or that the 
product is still investigational.  
 
ACCF is committed to providing its learners with 
high-quality activities and materials that promote 
improvements and quality in health care and not 
a specific proprietary business or commercial 
interest.  The intent of this disclosure is not to prevent 
participation in educational activities by persons with 
a financial or other relationship, but rather to provide 
learners with information on which they can make 
their own determination whether financial interests or 
relationships may influence the education activity.   
 

ACCF assesses conflicts of interest (COI) with 
its faculty, planners, managers, staff, and other 
individuals who are in a position to control 
the content of certified activities.  All relevant 
potential conflicts of interest that are identified 
are thoroughly vetted by course directors, ACCF 
education staff, and members of the Accreditation 
Compliance Workgroup (ACWG) through a 
process that includes appropriate peer review for 
fair balance, scientific objectivity and validity, and 
patient care and safety recommendations.   
 
ACCF has taken the necessary steps to ensure 
that all relevant financial relationships have been 
mitigated. 
 
Please note ACCF staff have nothing to disclose 
unless otherwise listed below and the ACWG 
members involved with this activity have nothing to 
disclose. 
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COURSE DIRECTORS
Rick A. Nishimura, MD, MACC
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine  

Disclosures
Nothing to disclose

Patrick T. O’Gara, MD, MACC 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Harvard Medical School

Disclosures
Member, Executive Committee 
Edwards Lifesciences (Early TAVR);
Medtronic (Apollo Trial)

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Geoffrey D. Barnes, MD, MSc, FACC 
University of Michigan

Disclosures
Consultant Fees/Honoraria
Abbott Vascular; Acelis Connected Health;  
Bristol Myers Squibb/Pfizer;  
Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Research/Research Grants
Boston Scientific

Kathryn L. Berlacher, MD, FACC
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
Heart & Vascular Institute

Disclosures
Nothing to disclose

Carole A. Warnes, MD, FACC
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine

Disclosures
Nothing to disclose

FACULTY
Alison Bailey, MD, FACC
Centennial Heart at Parkridge

Disclosures
Consultant Fees/Honoraria
GE Healthcare

P&T Committee
OptumRx

Jeffrey T. Kuvin, MD, FACC
Northwell Health
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Jane A. Linderbaum, APRN, CNP, FACC
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine 
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Mike Monahan, MEd, RN
Healthcare Resources Associates 
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Nick Morse
American College of Cardiology
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