
 

THURSDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 

14:00 - 15:00                                                            PRE-CONFERENCE SESSION PART I 
Critical Care Cardiology in Latin America: Expert-Led Education to Meet Regional Needs  
Salón Medellín 

 
PART I: BUILDING THE FOUNDATION FOR A NEW ERA 
Co-Chairs: Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia) and Pura M. Henríquez (Dominican Republic) 
Panelist: Catalina Gallego (Colombia) 
 
Opening Remarks and Conference Welcome 
Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia) and Pura M. Henríquez (Dominican Republic) 
 
From the Coronary Care unit to the CICU: Defining Contemporary Critical Care Cardiology 
Carlos L. Alviar (USA) 
 
Video Segment: An Interview With Dr. Valentin Fuster 
 
Evolution of Critical Care Cardiology in Latin America: Past, Present and Future 
Alexandra Arias Mendoza (Mexico) 
 
Advancing the CCC Academic Growth in Latin America: The Importance of Creativity and an Adaptable Mindset 
Diego Araiza Garaygordobil (Mexico) 
 
The Importance of Interdisciplinary Approach in the CICU: Education, Communication and Teamwork 
Jordi Bañeras (Spain) 
 
Panel Discussion: Improving Critical Care Cardiology in Latin America 

 

  



 

15:00 – 15:45                                                           PRE-CONFERENCE SESSION PART II 
 
PART II: THE HEART IN EXTREMIS - FROM AMI COMPLICATIONS TO CARDIOGENIC SHOCK  
Co-Chairs: Roxana Mehran (USA) and Diego Araiza Garaygordobil (Mexico) 
Panelists: Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia) and Mario J. Garcia (USA) 
 
Time Is Myocardium: Managing Complications in Acute Coronary Syndromes 
Iván Dario Rendón Múnera (Colombia), 
 
Cardiogenic Shock from Evidence to Bedside: Lessons Learned and Future Directions 
Carlos L. Alviar (USA) 
 
Mechanical Circulatory Support in Cardiogenic Shock: Adapting Evidence to Local Reality in LATAM 
Catalina Gallego (Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience Question and Answer 
 

15:00 – 15:45                                                                                      BREAK 

Networking & Coffee Break 

  



 

16:00 – 17:00                                                              PRE-CONFERENCE SESSION PART III 
 
PART III: 2 AM EMERGENCY - HIGH-STAKES DECISIONS IN THE CICU 
Co-Chairs: Mario J. Garcia (USA) and Alexandra Arias Mendoza (Mexico) 
 
RAPID FIRE CLINICAL CONUNDRUMS: THE EXPERT APPROACH 
The People's Ventricle in Trouble: Approach to Right Ventricular Shock 
Christopher F. Barnett (USA) 
 
When Inflammation Takes Over: The ABC of Fulminant Myocarditis 
Catalina Gallego (Colombia) 
 
The Rhythm Is Going to Get You: Mastering VT Storm 
Luis Carlos Saenz Morales (Colombia) 
 
When the Valve Gives Out: Diagnosing and Managing Acute Valvular Regurgitation 
Christopher F. Barnett (USA) 
 
Mastering Cardiorenal Syndrome: Is It Congestion, Perfusion or Both? 
Carlos L. Alviar (USA) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience Question and Answer 
 
CONTROVERSIES IN CRITICAL CARE CARDIOLOGY: HEMODYNAMIC MONITORING DEBATE 
Beyond the ESCAPE Trial Legacy: PA Catheters Are Back and Here to Stay! 
Carlos L. Alviar (USA) 
 
Time to Ditch the PA Catheter: Echo and POCUS Are Enough! 
Diego Araiza Garaygordobil (Mexico) 
 
Debate Discussion With Audience Question and Answer 

 

17:00 – 17:15                                                                                        BREAK 

GROUP FORMATION & STATION ORIENTATION 
Participants will be assigned to groups and receive an overview of the station activities, expectations, and rotation process before beginning the exercise. 

17:15 – 19:15                                                            PRE-CONFERENCE SESSION PART IV 

INTERACTIVE LEARNING STATIONS 
Participants rotate through guided workstations, engaging in focused activities, discussions, and hands-on exercises designed to reinforce key concepts and encourage collaboration. 

 



 

FRIDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 

9:10 – 10:00                                                                       BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

CARDIAC ARRHYTHMIAS  
Atrial Fibrillation in 2026: First-
Line Ablation, Anticoagulation, 
and Imaging 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Luigi Di Biase (USA) and Juan 
Carlos Diaz (Colombia) 
 
Should AFib Ablation PVI be 
Offered as a First-Line Treatment?  
Juan F. Agudelo-Uribe (Colombia) 
 
Should OAC be Initiated in 
Patients with AHRE/Can OAC Be 
Stopped After Ablation?  
Oriana Bastidas (Colombia) 
 
The Role of CT in AFib Imaging  
Pilar Morales (Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer 
 

INTERVENTIONS AND ISCHEMIC 
HEART DISEASES 
Contemporary PCI Controversies: 
Techniques, Tools, and Tradeoffs  
Salón Medellín 

Chairs: Jose Miguel Torres Viera 
(Venezuela) and Boris Vesga 
(Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Alexandra Arias Mendoza 
(Mexico) and Mauricio Lopez 
Meneses (Mexico) 
 
Left Main and Multivessel vs. 
CABG  
Anna Bortnick (USA) 
 
Should We Revascularize Patients 
Who Are Asymptomatic?  
Franklin Leonardo Hanna (Colombia) 
 
What Should We Do With 
Antiplatelets for PCI Patients 
Undergoing Surgery or at High 
Risk of Bleeding?  
Roxana Mehran (USA) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer 

SPECIAL TOPICS  
Building a Cardio-Oncology 
Program: From Vision to 
Sustainable Practice 
Salón Farallones 

Chair: Juan C. Lopez-Mattei (USA) 
 
Panelists: Gina González 
(Colombia), Jose G. Diez (USA) 
and Tito Carrera (Colombia) 
 
Fireside Chats sessions provide 
in-depth conversations into 
complex topics, with experts 
discussing nuanced challenges 
and sharing their unique insights. 
Gain direct access to experts, 
opportunities to ask questions, 
and seek practical advice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Complex Cases in Multimodal Imaging 
and Valvular Diseases 
Salón Ingruma 

Chairs: Mario J. Garcia (USA) and Juan F. 
Granada (USA) 
Panelists: Jairo A. Réndon (Colombia) 
 
Severe Prosthetic Aortic Stenosis Without 
Initial Vegetations: An Unusual 
Presentation of Early Prosthetic Valve 
Endocarditis Caused by Enterococcus 
Durans 
Jonathan Alexis Vallejos (Peru) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion 
 
Catastrophic Systemic Embolism and 
Aortic Thrombosis Secondary to Bilateral 
Ossified Atrial Mixoma: A Rare Clinical 
Entity 
Emily Arrizon (Mexico) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion  
 
It Is Not Just a Crochet Hook 
Juan Pablo Morales (Colombia) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion 
 
Beyond the Surface Multimodality 
Imaging of a Biatrial Myxoma in Carney 
Complex 
Katherin Daniela Medrando Orellana 
(Guatemala) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion  
 

HEART FAILURE AND 
CARDIOMYOPATHIES 
On-Call With the Experts 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Johanna Paola Contreras (USA) 
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call 
With the Experts, where you can 
connect directly with our expert 
faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 

  



 

10:10 – 11:00                                                                     BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

HEART FAILURE AND 
CARDIOMYOPATHIES 
Cardiomyopathies: Solve the Case! 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chair: Johanna Paola Contreras 
(USA) and Pura M. Henriquez 
(Dominican Republic) 
 
Panelists: Taarik Dookie (Trinidad & 
Tobago) and Jose Antonio Magaña 
(México) 
 
Case Presentation 
Solon Navarrete (Colombia) 
 
Amyloid: Diagnosis and Treatment  
María Juliana Rodríguez G. 
(Colombia) 
 
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy: 
Diagnosis and Treatment 
Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia) 
 
Fabry’s Disease: Diagnosis and 
Treatment 
Jairo A. Rendón (Colombia) 
 
Case Solved  
 
Panel Discussion with Audience 
Question and Answer  

VALVULAR DISEASES 
Mitral Valve Disease: 
Contemporary Management and 
Comprehensive Imaging 
Salón Medellín 

Chairs: Juan C. Lopez-Mattei (USA) 
and Patricia Rodriguez-Lozano (USA) 
 
Panelists: Adrian D'Ovidio 
(Argentina), Boris Vesga (Colombia) 
and Laura Duque (Colombia) 
 
The Spectrum of Mitral 
Regurgitation: Primary Disease 
and Functional MR Phenotypes  
Purvi Parwani (USA) 
 
Rheumatic Mitral Valve Disease in 
2026: Imaging, Pitfalls and 
Management Considerations  
Patricia Rodriguez-Lozano (USA) 
 
Transcatheter Therapies For Mitral 
Valve Disease: Current Practice 
and Emerging Options 
Enrique D. Garcia-Sayan (USA) 
 
Case Presentation: Transcatheter 
Mitral Edge-to-Edge Repair 
María Antonia Mesa Maya 
(Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer  
 

CARDIAC ARRHYTHMIAS  
Living With AFib: Monitoring, 
Burden, and Long-Term 
Management After Ablation 
Salón Farallones 

Chair: Luigi Di Biase (USA) 
 
Panelists: Julián Aristizabal 
(Colombia), Oriana Bastidas 
(Colombia) and Elaine E. Nuñez 
Ayala (Dominican Republic) 
 
Fireside Chats sessions provide 
in-depth conversations into 
complex topics, with experts 
discussing nuanced challenges 
and sharing their unique insights. 
Gain direct access to experts, 
opportunities to ask questions, 
and seek practical advice.  

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Cardiovascular Disease Prevention Oral 
Abstracts 
Salón Ingruma 

Chair: Antonio C.P. Chagas (Brazil) 
 
Panelists: Angel Alberto Garcia Pena 
(Colombia, M) and Eduardo Rivas-Estany 
(Cuba) 
 
GLP-1 Receptor Angonists Are Associated 
With Reverse Remodeling in Heart 
Failure: Kaplan-Meier Evidence From a 
Hispanic Cohort 
Ivan Rafael Figueroa Baez (Dominican 
Republic) 
 
Discussion 
 
Cardiovascular Phenotype in Early 
Adulthood of a Preterm Cohort Exposed 
to Kangaroo Mothercare: Clinical 
Description, ECG and Echocardiography  
Hernan Ramirez (Colombia) 
 
Discussion  
 
Biomass Smoke Exposure and 
Cardiovascular Outcomes Across Rural 
and Urban Mexican Regions: A Multi-
Regional Cross-Sectional Study 
Mario López Ruiz (Mexico) 
 
Discussion 

SPECIAL TOPICS 
On-Call With the Experts:  
ACC Leadership 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Roxana Mehran (USA) 
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call 
With the Experts, where you can 
connect directly with our expert 
faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 
 

11:00 – 11:30                                                                                  EXPO BREAK 

Visit Posters and Expo 
 
Interactive Learning Board: "Intervention Decisions: What Would You Do?"   
Stop by the Expo and try out our new Interactive Learning Board. From routine to high stakes, every cath lab case demands a decision. Can you pick the right one? 
 

 



 

11:30 – 12:40                                                                                      PLENARY 

CONFERENCE WELCOME 
Salón Antioquioa 

Juan C. Lopez-Mattei (USA), Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia), Mario J. Garcia (USA), María Juliana Rodríguez G. (Colombia) and Roxana Mehran (USA) 
 
OPENING PLENARY | AI in Cardiology: What’s Real, What’s Ready, and What’s Next 
Chairs: Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia) and Mario J. Garcia (USA) 
Panelists: Adrian D’Ovidio (Argentina) and Carlos Jose Jaramillo Gómez (Colombia) 
 
How Soon and in What Order Will We Get Replaced?  
Juan F. Granada (USA) 
 
Detection and Monitoring of Cardiac Arrhythmias 
 
 
Use of AI in Diagnostic Imaging  
Juan C. Lopez-Mattei (USA) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience Question and Answer 

 

12:50 – 13:50                                                                            BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE PREVENTION 
From Vulnerable Plaques to Vulnerable Patients: Rethinking Coronary Risk 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Carlos Andrés Sánchez Vallejo (Colombia) and Purvi Parwani (USA) 
  
Panelists: Valentin Fuster (USA) and Ángel Alberto García Peña (Colombia) 
 

 

  



 

14:00 – 14:50                                                                      BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

INTERVENTIONS AND ISCHEMIC 
HEART DISEASES 
Intravascular Imaging and 
Physiology in PCI: Practical 
Decision-Making in 2026 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Franklin Leonardo Hanna 
(Colombia) and Anna Bortnick (USA) 
 
Panelists: Boris Vesga (Colombia) 
and Jose Miguel Torres Viera 
(Venezuela) 
 
How Does CT-FFR, Intravascular 
Imaging, and Intravascular 
Physiology Help with Decision 
Making About Revascularization?  
Iván Dario Rendón Múnera 
(Colombia) 
 
CTO: Go or No-Go?  
Jose G. Diez (USA) 
 
Basics of Imaging: What Am I 
Seeing?  
Anna Bortnick (USA) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer  
 

SPECIAL TOPICS 
Research Workshop: Part 1 
Salón Medellín 

Chair: Mary Norine Walsh (USA) 
 
Panelists/Activity Facilitators:  
Miguel Urina-Triana (Colombia), Juan 
F. Granada (USA), Cesar Herrera 
(Dominican Republic), Alexandra 
Arias (Mexico) and Pura M. 
Henriquez (Dominican Republic) 
 
Introduction 
Mary Norine Walsh (USA) 
 
Demystifying the Peer Review 
Process Manuscript Preparation 
and Authorship 
 
Breakout Activity 1: Peer Review 
in Action 
 
Preparing for Submission 
Valentin Fuster (USA) 
 
Breakout Activity 2: Writing 
Exercise 
 

HEART FAILURE AND 
CARDIOMYOPATHIES 
Underdiagnosed: HFpEF Score 
vs. Imaging 
Salón Farallones 

Chair: Johanna Paola Contreras 
(USA) 
 
Panelists: Lourdes Campos (Peru) 
and Jairo A. Rendón (Colombia) 
 
Fireside Chats sessions provide 
in-depth conversations into 
complex topics, with experts 
discussing nuanced challenges 
and sharing their unique insights. 
Gain direct access to experts, 
opportunities to ask questions, 
and seek practical advice.  

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Multimodal Imaging Oral Abstracts 
Salón Ingruma 

Chairs: Juan C. Lopez-Mattei (USA) and 
Patricia Rodriguez-Lozano (USA) 
 
Panelists: Adrian D'Ovidio (Argentina) 
 
Multichamber Cardiac Involvement in 
Transthyretin Amyloidosis, Integrating 
Atrial Dysfunction and Ventricular 
Stiffness 
Katihurca Almonte Montes de Oca 
(Dominican Republic) 
 
Discussion 
 
Multimodal Imaging High-Risk Features 
Mortality in Acute Aortic Dissection at a 
Caribbean Tertiary Center 
Pamela Pina Santana (Dominican Republic) 
 
Discussion 
 
 
Rest and Stress Cardiac MRI Using T1 and 
T2 Mapping for Ischemic and Infarcted 
Myocardium Detection in CAD 
Sergio M. Solis-Barquero (Costa Rica) 
 
Discussion 
 
Femoral Venous Doppler to Identify 
Probable Pulmonary Hypertension in 
Chronic Hemodialysis 
Cesar Rodrigo Arce Sandoval (Mexico) 
 
Discussion  
 

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE 
PREVENTION 
On-Call With the Experts 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Purvi Parwani (USA) 
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call 
With the Experts, where you can 
connect directly with our expert 
faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 
 

14:50 – 15:20                                                                                EXPO BREAK 
Visit Posters and Expo 
 
Interactive Learning Board: "Name That Rhythm!"   
Stop by the Expo and try out our new Interactive Learning Board. Think you can spot the rhythm? Join an expert as you work through real tracings and test your skills in arrhythmia recognition. 



 

 

15:20 – 16:10                                                                      BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
SPECIAL TOPICS 
Changing the Game in HCM: From Treating 
Symptoms to Halting the Pathophysiology 
Salón Antioquioa  

Chairs: Johanna Paola Contreras (USA) and 
Jannes Buelvas Herazo (Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Adrian D'Ovidio (Argentina), Clara 
Saldarriaga (Colombia) and Jose Antonio 
Magaña (México) 
 
Case Presentation: Case Study in HCM 
Diagnosis 
Laura Valentina López (Colombia) 
 
What Can Echo and MRI Tell Me About 
Diagnosis  
Mario J. Garcia (USA) 
 
Be Aware of the Gradients  
Luisa Fernanda Durango (Colombia) 
 
Innovation in HCM Treatments 
María Juliana Rodríguez G. (Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience Question 
and Answer  

SPECIAL TOPICS 
Research Workshop (Part 2) 
Salón Medellín 

Chair: Mary Norine Walsh (USA) 
 
Panelists/Activity Facilitators:  
Miguel Urina-Triana (Colombia), Juan F. 
Granada (USA), Cesar Herrera (Dominican 
Republic), Pura M. Henriquez (Dominican 
Republic) and Patricia Rodriguez-Lozano (USA) 
 
Selecting the Right Journal and Submission 
Strategies 
Valentin Fuster (USA) 
 
Responding to Reviewer Comments 
Mary Norine Walsh (USA) 
 
Breakout Activity 3: How to Respond to Peer 
Review 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience Question 
and Answer 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Interventions and Ischemic Heart Diseases 
Oral Abstracts 
Salón Ingruma 

Chair: Anna Bortnick (USA) and Boris Vesga 
(Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Jose G. Diez (USA) and Jose Miguel 
Torres Viera (Venezuela) 
 
Systemic Atherosclerotic Burden in Acute 
Mycardial Infarction: Prevalence and 
Determinants of Reduced Brachial Index  
Loreanna Y. Prada (Venezuela) 
 
Discussion 
 
Management and Outcomes of Stemi in 
Latin America: A Sex Based Analysis  
Alexandra Arias-Mendoza (Mexico) 
 
Discussion 
 
Characterization and Clinical Outcomes in 
Patients with Acute Category C or Higher 
Pulmonary Thromboembolism Managed by 
a Multidisciplinary Pulmonary Embolism 
Response Team (PERT): Experience in a High 
Complexity Center in Medellin, Colombia  
Juanita Velasquez-Ospino (Colombia) 
 
Discussion 
 
Building a TAVR Program in an LMIC: Ten-
Year Single-Center Experience From the 
Dominican Republic  
Miguel Delgado, SR (Dominican Republic) 
 
Discussion 
 

CARDIAC ARRHYTHMIAS  
On-Call With the Experts 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Luigi Di Biase (USA) 
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call With the 
Experts, where you can connect directly with our 
expert faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 
 

 



 

16:20 – 17:10                                                                                 PLENARY 

An Integrated Challenge in Subclinical Primary Prevention: Heart (The Young) and Brain (The Elderly) 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Roxana Mehran (USA) and Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia) 
Presenter: Valentin Fuster (USA) 
 

17:30 – 18:30                                                                                 PLENARY 

10th Anniversary Celebration and FIT Jeopardy: The Classic Game Show With a FIT Twist! 
Salón Antioquioa 

 
Host: Carlos L. Alviar (USA) 
Judges: Roxana Mehran (USA) and Antonio C.P. Chagas (Brazil) 
Teams: Colombia, Dominican Republic, Peru and Argentina 
 
Come join us for a toast to celebrate 10 years of ACC Latin America and cheer on your favorite FIT Jeopardy team! 
 
 

  



 

SATURDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 

9:10 – 10:00                                                                        BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE 
PREVENTION 
Primary Prevention Show Down: 
Probability or Plaque? 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Jannes Buelvas Herazo 
(Colombia) and Susana Blanco 
(Venezuela) 
 
Panelists: Eduardo Rivas-Estany 
(Cuba), Mildren del Sueldo 
(Argentina) and Antonio C.P. Chagas 
(Brazil) 
 
Case Presentation: Low Risk on 
Paper, High Risk in the Arteries  
Nicolas Rodriguez (Colombia) 
 
Primary Prevention for ASCVD 
Debate: Risk Scores Remain the 
Best First Step in Primary 
Prevention 
Carlos Andrés Sánchez Vallejo 
(Colombia) 
 
CCTA: A Transformative Tool for 
Detecting Risk We Can See 
Purvi Parwani (USA) 
 
Panel Discussion and Audience 
Question and Answer  
 

CARDIAC ARRHYTHMIAS  
Managing Ventricular 
Arrhythmias: Beyond LVEF to 
Personalized Therapy 
Salón Medellín 

Chairs: Elaine E. Nuñez Ayala 
(Dominican Republic) and Julián 
Aristizabal (Colombia) 
 
Risk Stratification Beyond LVEF  
Juan David Ramirez (Colombia) 
 
Approach and Treatment for 
Patients with PVCs  
Luigi Di Biase (USA) 
 
Should I Offer Increased 
Antiarrhythmic Drug Doses or 
Should I Consider Ablation?  
Luis Carlos Saenz Morales 
(Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer  
 

INTERVENTIONS AND 
ISCHEMIC HEART DISEASES 
Show Me Your Best/Worst Case 
of the Year 
Salón Farallones 

Chairs: Anna Bortnick (USA) and 
Boris Vesga (Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Jose Miguel Torres Viera 
(Venezuela), Iván Dario Rendón 
Múnera (Colombia) and Mauricio 
Lopez Meneses (Mexico) 
 
Fireside Chats sessions provide 
in-depth conversations into 
complex topics, with experts 
discussing nuanced challenges 
and sharing their unique insights. 
Gain direct access to experts, 
opportunities to ask questions, 
and seek practical advice.  

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Heart Failure and Cardiomyopathies Oral 
Abstracts 
Salón Ingruma 

Chairs: Johanna Paola Contreras (USA) Clara 
Saldarriaga (Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Pura M. Henriquez (Dominican 
Republic) and Jose Antonio Magaña 
(México) 
 
First Cardio-Obstetric Registry of 
Southwestern Colombia: Clinical 
Characterization, Risk Stratification and 
Maternal-Fetal Outcomes 
Sebastian Ayala (Colombia) 
 
Discussion 
 
Eligibility for GLP-1 Receptor Agonist 
Therapy Among Ambulatory Patients With 
Heart Failure With Preserved Ejection 
Fraction in the Americas 
Alex David Sotomayor (Mexico) 
 
Discussion 
 
Forecasting Heart Failure Hospitalizations 
and Mortality in Brazil: A Machine-
Learning Approach for Resource Planning 
in Latin American Health Systems 
Guillherme Costa (Brazil) 
 
Discussion 
 
History of Weight Loss With Bariatric 
Surgery Does Not Confer Acute Protection 
in Obese Patients Hospitalized for Heart 
Failure With Preserved Ejection Fraction  
Jean Carlo Rivera (Puerto Rico) 
 
Discussion 

VALVULAR DISEASES 
On-Call With the Experts 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Enrique D. Garcia-Sayan (USA)  
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call 
With the Experts, where you can 
connect directly with our expert 
faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 
 



 

 

10:10 – 11:00                                                                      BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

VALVULAR DISEASES 
The Tricuspid Frontier: 
Contemporary Transcatheter 
Therapies 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Mario J. Garcia (USA) and 
Xavier Escudero (Mexico) 
 
Panelists: Juan Felipe Vasquez 
(Colombia), Julian Gelves 
(Colombia) and Enrique D. Garcia-
Sayan (USA) 
 
Who, When, and Why to 
Intervene: Patient Selection for 
Transcatheter Tricuspid Therapies 
Julian Gelves (Colombia) 
   
Imaging the Tricuspid Valve: 
Multimodality Assessment and 
Anatomical Criteria for Device 
Suitability for Transcatheter 
Tricuspid Interventions  
Enrique D. Garcia-Sayan (USA) 
 
Case Presentation: Transcatheter 
Tricuspid Valve Intervention  
 Nicolás Ariza (Colombia) 
 
Case Presentation: Concomitant TV 
Surgery: Repair, Replace, or 
Observe 
Andres Felipe Ochoa-Diaz 
(Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer 
  

SPECIAL TOPICS 
Beyond the Red Congo: New 
Developments in the Diagnosis 
and Treatment of Amyloidosis 
Salón Medellín 

Chairs: Jairo A. Rendón (Colombia) 
and Juan David Lopez (Colombia)  
 
Panelists: Clara Saldarriaga 
(Colombia) and Pravinde Ramoutar 
(Trinidad & Tobago) 
 
Case Presentation: An Easy Way to 
Get it Done!  
Andres Felipe Ochoa-Diaz 
(Colombia) 
 
Simplifying Cardiac Amyloidosis 
Diagnosis  
Johanna Paola Contreras (USA) 
 
How MRI and Echo Can Help in the 
Diagnosis 
Juan C. Lopez-Mattei (USA) 
 
The Amyloid Frontiers: New 
Strategies, New Hope  
María Juliana Rodríguez G. 
(Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion  

SPECIAL TOPICS 
Extending Cardiovascular Care 
Beyond the City: Telemedicine 
and Rural Health 
Salón Farallones 

Chair: Juan Camilo Pedreros 
(Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Jannes Buelvas Herazo 
(Colombia), Carlos José Jaramillo 
Goméz (Colombia) and Juan 
Mauricio Cardenas (Colombia) 
 
Fireside Chats sessions provide 
in-depth conversations into 
complex topics, with experts 
discussing nuanced challenges 
and sharing their unique insights. 
Gain direct access to experts, 
opportunities to ask questions, 
and seek practical advice.  

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Cardiac Arrhythmias Oral Abstracts 
Salón Ingruma 

Chairs: Luigi DiBiase (USA) and Juan Carlos 
Diaz (Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Luis Carlos Saenz Morales 
(Colombia) and Elaine E. Nuñez Ayala 
(Dominican Republic) 
 
Automated Digitization of Papter 12-Lead 
ECGS for Retrospective Artificial 
Intelligence Analysis: A Validation Across 
Diagnostic Classes  
Guillherme Costa (Brazil) 
 
Discussion 
 
Early Outcomes of Left Atrial Appendage 
Occlusion With a Combined Ablation 
Strategy in a Latin American Public Health 
Center  
Jose Alejandro Cordova (Mexico) 
 
Discussion 
 
Trends and Disparities in Mortality From 
Hypertensive Heart Disease and Atrial 
Fibrillation in the United States (1999-
2024)  
Camila Cestero (Dominican Republic) 
 
Discussion 
 
Timing of Cardiology Evaluation and 
Obstetric Outcomes in Pregnant Women 
With Implantable Cardiac Devices: A 
Colombian Cohort   
Pedro Duque Duque (Colombia) 
 
Discussion 
 

INTERVENTIONS AND ISCHEMIC 
HEART DISEASES 
On-Call With the Experts 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Anna Bortnick (USA)  
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call 
With the Experts, where you can 
connect directly with our expert 
faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 
 



 

11:00 – 11:30                                                                                EXPO BREAK 

Visit Posters and Expo 
 
Interactive Learning Board: "Heart Failure Look-Alikes"   
Stop by the Expo and try out our new Interactive Learning Board. Not all heart failure looks the same—step up to the board and see if you can make the right call.  
 

11:30 – 12:20                                                                                  PLENARY 

What’s New in Cardiovascular Guidelines: Implications for Practice 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Mario J. Garcia (USA) and Xavier Escudero (Mexico) 
 
Panelists: Ángel Alberto García Peña (Colombia), Cesar J. Herrera (Dominican Republic) and Patricia Rodriguez-Lozano (USA) 
 
Dyslipidemia and Primary Prevention  
Purvi Parwani (USA) 
 
Valvular Heart Disease  
Enrique D. Garcia-Sayan (USA) 
 
Cardiovascular-Kidney-Metabolic Syndrome 
Carlos Andrés Sanchez (Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience Question and Answer  

 

12:30 – 13:30                                                                  SPONSORED SYMPOSIUM 

Sponsored Session I 
 

  



 

13:40 – 14:30                                                                      BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE 
PREVENTION 
Prevention in Action: Treating 
Intermediate & High ASCVD Risk 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Purvi Parwani (USA) and 
Carlos Andrés Sánchez Vallejo 
(Colombia) 
 
Panelists: José Patricio López 
(Colombia), Andres Felipe Buitrago 
Sandoval (Colombia) and Antonio 
C.P. Chagas (Brazil) 
 
Case Presentation: Does My 
Patient at Intermediate Risk 
Benefit From Therapeutic 
Interventions? 
Luis Carlos Bernal (Colombia) 
 
Aspirin and Blood Pressure, and 
Statins in 2026: Practical 
Treatment Thresholds for 
Asymptomatic Patients  
Jannes Buelvas Herazo (Colombia) 
 
Non-Statin Therapies for Primary 
Prevention in High-Risk 
Asymptomatic Individuals  
Ángel Alberto García Peña 
(Colombia) 
 
Evidence-Based Exercise 
Prescription and Dietary 
Strategies for Primary Prevention 
of Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular 
Disease Patients  
Viviana Quintero (Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer 
 

SPECIAL TOPICS 
Implementing Cardio-Reno-
Metabolic Care: From Concept to 
Clinic 
Salón Medellín 

Chairs: María Juliana Rodríguez G. 
(Colombia) and Xavier Escudero 
(Mexico) 
 
Case Presentation: How to 
Recognize What Has Been Seen 
Many Times  
Juan Pablo Morales Grisales 
(Colombia) 
 
Epidemiology of Cardio Renal 
Disease: Solving the Crossword 
Puzzle  
Johanna Paola Contreras (USA) 
 
New Evidence in the Treatment of 
Renal Disease  
Patricia Rodriguez-Lozano (USA) 
 
How to Implement the Cardio-
Reno-Metabolic Clinics  
Jose Antonio Magaña (México) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer  

VALVULAR DISEASES 
Critical Thinking in Aortic Valve 
Disease 
Salón Farallones 

Chairs: Enrique D. Garcia-Sayan 
(USA) and Juan F. Granada (USA) 
 
Panelists: Anna Bortnick (USA) 
 
Fireside Chats sessions provide 
in-depth conversations into 
complex topics, with experts 
discussing nuanced challenges 
and sharing their unique insights. 
Gain direct access to experts, 
opportunities to ask questions, 
and seek practical advice.  

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Complex Clinical Cases in Cardiac 
Arrhythmias and Heart Failure and 
Cardiomyopathies  
Salón Ingruma 

Chairs: Lourdes Campos (Peru) and Juan 
David Ramirez (Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Julián Aristizabal (Colombia) 
 
Inoperative Cardiac Arrest Unmasking 
Familial Congenital Long QT Syndrome 
Type 2 in an Adolescent: A Case Report 
Brenda Burgos (Mexico) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion 
 
Pregnancy Under Pressure: Handling 
Takotsubo Cardiomyopathy in the Third 
Trimester 
Jose Israel Sanchez Martinez, SR 
(Guatemala) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion 
 
Silent Arrhythmogenic Remodeling in 
Reparied Tetralogy of Fallot Identified 
Through Multimodality Assessment and 
Electroanatomic Mapping 
Juan David Castillo Peña (Colombia) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion 
 
Leptospirosis-Induced Myocarditis 
Progressing to Cardiogenic Shock 
José de Jesús Bohórquez Rivero 
(Colombia) 
 
Discussion and Case Conclusion 

SPECIAL TOPICS 
On-Call With the Experts:  
Research and Publishing 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Mary Norine Walsh (USA)  
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call 
With the Experts, where you can 
connect directly with our expert 
faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 
 

  



 

14:40 – 15:30                                                                      BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

HEART FAILURE AND 
CARDIOMYOPATHIES 
The Great Mimickers: 
Distinguishing Inflammatory and 
Genetic Cardiomyopathies 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Mario J. Garcia (USA) and 
María Juliana Rodríguez G. 
(Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Johanna Paola Contreras 
(USA), Pura Henriquez (Dominican 
Republic) and Luisa Fernanda 
Durango (Colombia) 
 
Case Presentation  
 
Chagas: Diagnosis and Treatment 
Luis Eduardo Echeverría (Colombia) 
 
Sarcoidosis: Diagnosis and 
Treatment  
Juan David Lopez (Colombia) 
 
ARVC: Diagnosis and Treatment  
Juan Carlos Diaz (Colombia) 
 
Case Solved 
 
Panel Discussion with Audience 
Question and Answer  

SPECIAL TOPICS 
Cardio-Obstetrics in Practice: 
Managing Cardiovascular Disease 
in Pregnancy 
Salón Medellín 

Chairs: Camilo Gómez (Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Anna Bortnick (USA), 
Mildren del Sueldo (Argentina) and 
Susana Blanco (Venezuela) 
 
The Right Heart in Crisis: 
Pulmonary Hypertension and 
Pregnancy are the Perfect Storm 
Vizmary Piñeda (Dominican 
Republic) 
 
Valves Under Pressure: Mitral 
Stenosis, Regurgitation, and the 
Gravid State  
Edison Muñoz Ortiz (Colombia) 
 
Peripartum Cardiomyopathy: 
Recognition, Risk Stratification, 
and Recovery  
Isabel Cristina Cárdenas (Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience 
Question and Answer  

SPECIAL TOPICS 
Key Lessons in Sports 
Cardiology 
Salón Farallones 

Chair: Ricardo Fernandez 
(Colombia) 
 
Panelists: Oscar Mauricio Perez 
Fernandez (Colombia) and Andrés 
Aranzazu (Colombia) 
 
Fireside Chats sessions provide 
in-depth conversations into 
complex topics, with experts 
discussing nuanced challenges 
and sharing their unique insights. 
Gain direct access to experts, 
opportunities to ask questions, 
and seek practical advice.  

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Valvular Diseases Oral Abstracts 
Salón Ingruma 

Chairs: Enrique D. Garcia-Sayan (USA) and 
Jairo A. Réndon (Colombia) 
 
Echocardiographic Phenotypes and 
Coronary Calcium Score for Identifying 
Coronary Artery Disease in Severe Aortic 
Stenosis: A High-Altitude Latin American 
Cohort 
Jonathan David Melena Zapata (Ecuador) 
 
Discussion 
 
Infective Endocarditis at a Tertiary 
Referral Center in Southwestern 
Colombia: Clinical, Microbiological and 
In-Hospital Outcomes in a 96-Patient 
Cohort 
Luis Armando Velasquez Trujillo (Colombia) 
 
Discussion 
 
Characteristics of Patients with Ebstein 
Anomaly Treated at a Referral Hospital in 
Peru: Retrospective Cohort Study 
Emanuel Alessandro Arias Ulfe (Peru) 
 
Discussion 
 
Beyond Valvular Severity: Eco-
Hemodynamic Machine Learning Profiling 
Using Valvuloarterial Impedance and 
Energy Loss Index to Predic Myocardial 
Mechanical Recovery After TAVI 
Edil Rosalio Argueta Machado (Mexico) 
 
Discussion 
 

MULTIMODAL IMAGING 
On-Call With the Experts 
Expo/ACC Booth 

 
Mario J. Garcia (USA) 
 
Stop by the ACC booth for On-Call 
With the Experts, where you can 
connect directly with our expert 
faculty for real-time insights, second 
opinions or practical advice. 
 

  



 

15:30 – 16:00                                                                                    EXPO BREAK 

Visit Posters and Expo 
 
Interactive Learning Board: "Valve Verdicts"   
Stop by the Expo and try out our new Interactive Learning Board. Valve cases aren’t always straightforward. Can you choose the right strategy when the pressure is on?  
 

16:00 – 16:50                                                                                      PLENARY 

Top Clinical Trials to Impact Your Practice 
Salón Antioquioa 

Chairs: Roxana Mehran (USA) and Juan F. Granada (USA) 
Panelists: Carlos Sanchez Vallejo (Colombia) 
 
3-year date of the CHAMPION-AF Trial 
Luigi Di Biase (USA) 
 
Spironolactone in the Treatment of Heart Failure (Spirit Trial) 
 
Evolocumab Reduces Risk Of First Major Cardiovascular Events By 31% In Patients Without Significant Atherosclerosis: Results From VESALIUS-CV 
Laura Duque (Colombia) 
 
Panel Discussion With Audience Question and Answer 

 

17:10 – 18:00                                                                                      PLENARY 

ACC Convocation and Abstract Award Presentation 
Salón Antioquioa 

 
Juan C. Lopez-Mattei (USA), Clara Saldarriaga (Colombia), Mario J. Garcia (USA), María Juliana Rodríguez G. (Colombia) and Roxana Mehran (USA) 
 

 


