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List of Participants — August 31, 2026

ACC Leadership

Edward T.A. Fry, MD, MACC (Global IAF Co-Chair)
Past President, American College of Cardiology
Chair, Ascension Health Cardiovascular Service Line

Xavier Escudero, MD, FACC (Global IAF Co-Chair)
Assembly of International Governors Chair Elect,
American College of Cardiology

Medica Sur Hospital

Richard Kovacs, MD, MACC

Past President, Chief Medical Officer, American College
of Cardiology

Indiana University School of Medicine

Roxana Mehran, MD, FACC
President, American College of Cardiology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

ACC Members & Faculty

Hadi Abu-Hantash, MD, FACC
Senior Interventional Cardiologist
Abdali Hospital

Ahmed “Sami” Abuzaid, MD, FACC
Director, Advanced Cardiac Imaging
Alaska Heart and Vascular Institute

Karina Gonzalez Carta, MD, FACC
Research Associate and Assistant Professor

Mayo Clinic

Antonio Chagas, MD, FACC
Professor of Cardiology
Heart Institute FMUSP/FMABC

Mohammad Hafizullah, MD, FACC
Professor of Cardiology
Lady Reading Hospital, Peshawar

Pura Henriquez, MD, FACC
Intensivist Cardiologist
Plaza de la Salud General Hospital

Dipti Itchhaporia, MD, MACC

Eric & Sheila Samson Endowed Chair in Cardiovascular
Health

Hoag Health System

Amam Mbakwem, MD, FACC

Immediate Past Head, Department of Medicine
University of Lagos and Lagos University Teaching
Hospital

Hon Pak, MD

Senior Vice President

Head of Team, Digital Health Team, Mobile eXperience
Samsung Electronics

Kausik K. Ray, MD, FACC

Immediate Past President European Atherosclerosis
Society

Director, Imperial Centre for CVD Prevention

John Spertus, MD, FACC

Lauer/Missouri Endowed Chair

Clinical Director of Outcomes Research, Saint Luke’s
Mid America Heart Institute

Industry Advisory Forum
Members

Alexion, AztraZeneca Rare Disease

Julia Catini, PharmD, MBA

Senior Global Medical Director, Rare Cardiology and
Amyloidosis

Candida Cristina Quarta, MD, PhD
Executive Medical Director, Clinical Development, Rare
Cardiology

Alnylam
Caitlyn Scharn, PhD
Associate Medical Director
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Amgen
Laney Jones, PharmD
Medical Director, Implementation Science

Nejoua Salhi, MD
Medical Director

Boehringer Ingelheim
Regis Delfini
Global Medical Manager

Sven Troebs
Global Medical Manager

Bristol Myers Squibb
Jennifer Jones, MPH, MBA
Director Professional Societies — Global Medical Affairs

Bristol Myers Squibb/ Johnson & Johnson Alliance
Carla Mendes-Decotelli
Senior Director Medical Affairs

Merena Henderson, PharmbD, MS
Medical Director

Bristol Myers Squibb/ Pfizer Alliance
Daniela Fliegner, MD
Global Medical Director Internal Medicine

Eli Lilly

Suparna C. Clasen, MD, MSCE, FACC

AVP, Cardiovascular Global Medical Lead
Cardiometabolic Health Global Medical Affairs

Kristie Yadro, PharmD, RDN
Sr. Director Advocacy & Professional Relations

GSK
Christian Felter, MD
Global Medical Lead, RSV Vaccines

Charles Williams, MPharm, MPhil, RPh, CMPP
Global Medical Director

Merck
Robert Hilkert, MD, FACC
Executive Director Medical Affairs, Cardiovascular

Tracy Paul, MD
Senior Director Global Medical Affairs

Viatris
Anne Berger
Head of Global Alliance Development

Joris van Vugt
Head of External Medical Affairs and Patient
Engagement

ACC Staff

Jennifer Bae, MHSA
Executive Director, Corporate Partnerships & Business
Strategy

Catharine Carstens
International Affairs

Sarah Culhane, RDCS
Director, Corporate Partnerships & Business Strategy

Cecilia Dakers
International Affairs

Katie Day
Manager, Global Corporate Partnerships

Joyce Donnellan
Vice President, Education

Shalen Fairbanks
Chief Communications Officer

Cathleen Gates
Chief Executive Officer

Alyssa McCormick, MBA
Senior Director, International Strategy

Brendan Mullen
Senior Executive Vice President
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Lear Zaborowski, MBA
Andrea Vassalotti Senior Director, Corporate Partnerships & Business
Director, Global Corporate Partnerships Strategy



