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MIDWEST ACC 
WOMEN IN 
CARDIOLOGY 
SYMPOSIUM

5TH ANNUAL  



Dear Colleague,

On behalf of the whole committee, we invite you to join our outstanding faculty for the 5th Annual Midwest 
American College of Cardiology Women in Cardiology (ACCWIC) Symposium on June 25, 2022 in Chicago, 
IL. The Illinois Chapter of the ACC is hosting this year’s symposium. This symposium aims to share knowledge and 
best practices with all clinicians who care for female patients to improve the overall cardiovascular health of women.  
You will have the opportunity to attend in person or virtually live the day of the symposium.  

Our keynote speaker is the Immediate Past ACC President, Dr. Dipti Itchhaporia, followed by an interview by  
several female governors of the Midwest Chapters about her journey to her presidency. The morning program will 
address various common cardiovascular diseases, focusing on sex differences. The afternoon program is packed with 
panel discussions and breakout sessions to help cardiovascular clinicians and scientists navigate their careers. 

More importantly, this symposium will continue the forum for networking that the ACCWIC established.  
This meeting is an opportunity to learn with your colleagues for great professional development.  

We would like to strongly encourage female FITs to submit abstracts and male FITs to submit abstracts investigating 
women and cardiovascular disease or topics that help women cardiologists succeed in their careers. We will be  
awarding cash prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd best abstracts. ($500, $300 and $200, respectively). Additionally, the  
state with the most submitted abstracts will be recognized. Deadline for submission is June 1, 2022. Submit to 
nmueller@cardiacmgmt.com. 

We encourage you to post this registration brochure for your cardiovascular care team members and send them to 
this outstanding educational opportunity. Program brochures and registration information can be found on the 
Chapter’s website: www.ilacc.org. Hotel info is on the registration form. 

We have a dinner scheduled at Marchesa, on Saturday, June 25, 2022, starting at 6:45 PM. We encourage you to 
register early since we have limited seating at the dinner, and attendance will be limited to the first 50 registrants. 

We look forward to seeing you there!

Annabelle Santos Volgman, MD, FACC, FAHA
Rush University Medical Center
IL-ACC Governor
Co-Chair 

AN INVITATION TO OUR COLLEAGUES

Noreen T. Nazir, MD, FACC
University of Illinois
IL-ACC Councilor 
Co-Chair

MARCHESA Join us for dinner at 

6:45 PM on June 25, 2022, 

at Marchesa at 

535 N. Wells St.

Chicago, IL 

DINNER IS LIMITED TO
50 ATTENDEES.  

DINNER COST IS $100



PLANNING COMMITTEE/
FACULTY
ANNABELLE SANTOS VOLGMAN, 
MD, FACC, FAHA   

McMullan-Eybel Endowed Chair for Excellence 
in Clinical Cardiology
Professor of Medicine, Rush College of Medicine
Medical Director, Rush Heart Center for Women
Vice Chief for Academic Affairs,  
Division of Cardiology
Governor, American College of  
Cardiology of Illinois
Immediate Past Chair of the American Heart 
Association Women in Cardiology
2020 Recipient of the Women’s Day Red Dress 
Award, Chicago, IL

CO-CHAIR
NOREEN T. NAZIR MD, FACC
Assistant Professor of Medicine,  
Division of Cardiology
Affiliate Assistant Professor,  
Center for Global Health
Director Preventive Cardiology Program
Interim Director Cardiac MRI Program
IL-ACC Councilor
University of Illinois at Chicago, UI Health

MAHI L. ASHWATH, MD, MBA, 
FACC, FASE, FSCMR

President, Iowa ACC
Clinical Associate Professor of  
Medicine and Radiology
Division of Cardiology, Department  
of Internal Medicine
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa

T. JARED BUNCH, MD, FACC

Professor of Medicine
Section Chief of Electrophysiology
University of Utah Hospital
Salt Lake City, UT 

JACQUELINE DAWSON DOWE, 
MD, FACC
Director of Heart Failure and Women’s  
Cardiovascular Health
Associate Program Director of  
Cardiovascular Disease 
KY-ACC Governor
Western Kentucky Heart and Lung,  
The Medical Center Bowling Green, KY

SUZY FEIGOFSKY, MD, FACC, FHRS 
Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiologist/Cardiologist
Iowa Heart Center, Iowa

SHRUTI HEGDE, M.D, FACC
Assistant Professor of Clinical Internal Medicine
Director of Cardiac Amyloidosis Program
Southern Illinois University
Springfield, IL

DIPTI ITCHHAPORIA, MD, FACC
Immediate Past President, American  
College of Cardiology 
Eric & Shelia Samson Endowed Chair in  
Cardiovascular Health
Director of Disease of Management for Hoag 
Heart and Vascular Institute
Associate Professor, University of California, 
Irvine, School of Medicine, CA

AROOJ KHAN, MD
Iowa ACC WIC FIT Chair
Chief Cardiology Fellow
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics
Iowa City, Iowa

NICOLE L. LOHR, MD PHD FACC
Governor, WI Chapter ACC
Chair Elect ACC Board of Governors
Associate Professor of Medicine
Cardiovascular Medicine Division
Medical College of Wisconsin, WI

RENUKA JAIN, MD, FACC, FASE
WI-ACC Governor Elect
Director Structural and Interventional  
Echocardiography
Advocate Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center
Clinical Adjunct Associate Professor of Medicine
University of Wisconsin Madison School of 
Medicine and Public Health, WI

RETU SAXENA, MD, FACC
MN-ACC Governor 
Senior Cardiologist
Co-Director Cardio Obstetrics Program
Minneapolis Heart Institute, Minnesota 

KRISTIN SCOTT-TILLERY, MD, 
FACC
Director of the Heart Failure & Recovery Clinic
Director of Lysosomal Storage Disease  
Multidisciplinary Clinic
Billings Clinic, Billings, MT

TONIYA SINGH MD, FACC
Managing partner St Louis Heart and Vascular 
Chair, National Women in Cardiology Council, 
American College of Cardiology
St. Louis, MO

ANU TUNUGUNTLA, MD, FACC, 
FSCAI
Director of TAVR/MitralClip Program
CHI Health Nebraska Heart, Nebraska

POONAM VELAGAPUDI, MD, MS, 
FACC, FSCAI 
Chair, Early Career Section of the American 
College of Cardiology 
Co-Chair, SCAI Education Committee
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Associate Program Director, Cardiovascular 
Medicine Fellowship
Director, Digital Innovation & Social Media 
Strategy, Division of Cardiology  
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, NE

COMMITTEE
CLAIRE DUVERNOY, MD, FACC
Trustee, American College of Cardiology
VA Cardiology Deputy National Program  
Director, Cardiology Section
VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System
Professor of Medicine, University of Michigan 
Health System, Ann Arbor, MI

MARLA MENDELSON, MD, FACC
Director, Women’s Cardiovascular Health  
Program of the Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute
Director, Heart Disease and Pregnancy Program
Northwestern Adult Congenital Heart Center
Chicago, IL

MARY RODRIGUEZ ZICCARDI, 
MD, FACC
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine 
University of Illinois at Chicago, IL

FACULTY
NITI R. AGGARWAL, MD, FASNC, 
FACC
Consultant, Mayo Clinic
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Department of Cardiovascular Diseases
Mayo Clinic- Rochester, Rochester, MN

COURTNEY JORDAN BAECHLER, 
MD, MS
Medical Director, Health Equity and  
Health Promotion
Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation, MN

JOAN ELLEN BRILLER, MD, FACC, 
FASE, FAHA
Professor of Clinical Medicine (Cardiology)
Professor of Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology
Director, Women and Heart Disease Program
Director, Cardio-Obstetrics Program
University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL 

SHERRY-ANN BROWN, MD, PhD, 
FACC, FAHA
Director of Cardio-Oncology
Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI
Research Collaborator, Mayo Clinic,  
Rochester MN

MARIA ROSA COSTANZO, MD, 
FACC, FAHA, FESC, FHFSA
Medical Director, Heart Failure Program
Midwest Cardiovascular Institute
Naperville, IL

JENNIFER CO-VU, MD, FAAP, 
FACC 
Associate Professor, Pediatrics, Radiology,  
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Director, Fetal Cardiac Program
Director, Single Ventricle Program
University of Florida Congenital Heart Center
Gainesville, FL 

COMMITTEE/FACULTY



JEANNE M. DECARA, M.D., FACC, 
FASE
Professor of Medicine
Director: Cardio-Oncology Program
University of Chicago Medicine
IL-ACC Councilor
Chicago, IL

JOHN P. ERWIN, III, MD, FACP, 
FACC, FAHA
Louise W Coon Chairman
Department of Medicine
NorthShore University Health System
Clinical Professor
University of Chicago Pritzker School  
of Medicine, IL

SARAH K. GUALANO, MD, MBA, 
FACC, FSCAI
Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine
Associate Vice Chair for Diversity,  
Equity and Well-being
Department of Internal Medicine,  
University of Michigan
Associate Service Chief, Cardiology,  
Ann Arbor VA Health System, MI

PATRYCJA GALAZKA, MD, FACC 
Associate Program Director, Aurora  
Cardiovascular Fellowship 
Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center, 
Milwaukee, WI 

ANDREW M. KATES, MD, FACC
Professor of Medicine
Associate Chief for Education,  
Division of Cardiology
Director, Cardiovascular Fellowship Program
Washington University School of Medicine
St. Louis, MO 
SANDRA LEWIS MD, FACC, 
FAHA, FRCP
Chair, ACC Section Steering Committee
Chair ACC HeartPAC
Clinical Adjunct Professor 
Oregon Health and Sciences University
Legacy Medical Group Cardiology, Oregon

KAROLINA MARINESCU, MD, 
FACC
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, IL

ROXANA MEHRAN, MD, FACC, 
FACP, FCCP, FESC, FAHA, MSCAI
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
The Zena and Michael A. Wiener  
Cardiovascular Institute
Mount Sinai Professor in Cardiovascular  
Clinical Research and Outcomes
Professor of Medicine (Cardiology) and  
Population Health Science and Policy at the 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
Director, The Center for Interventional  
Cardiovascular Research and Clinical Trials
Mount Sinai Medical Center, New York

ANNE O’CONNOR, MD, FACC
Associate Professor of Medicine
Senior Associate Chief for Clinical Affairs
Division of Cardiovascular Medicine
University of Wisconsin
WI-ACC Councilor
Madison, WI

TOCHI M. OKWUOSA, DO, FACC, 
FAHA
Associate Professor of Medicine and Cardiology 
Director, Cardio-Oncology Program 
Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, IL

HENA PATEL, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Section of Cardiology
University of Chicago
Chicago, IL

ODAYME QUESADA, MD, MHS, 
FACC, FAHA
Medical Director, Women’s Heart Center at The 
Christ Hospital, Cincinnati, OH
Assistant Professor, University of Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati, OH

P. RAGHU REDDY MD, FACC, 
FSCAI
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Associate Program Director
Interventional Cardiology
Rush University Medical Center, Illinois
Rush Oak Park Hospital, Illinois

NADA SHABAN, MD, FACC
Assistant Professor
Director of Cardiometabolic Health
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, IL

MELISSA TRACY, MD, FACC, FASE
Systems Medical Director Cardiac Rehabilitation
Cardiology Oak Brook
Division of Cardiology
Associate Professor of Medicine
Rush University Medical Center, IL

JANE E. WILCOX MD, MSC
Chief, Section of Heart Failure Treatment  
and Recovery 
Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute of  
Northwestern University
Associate Director, T1 Center for  
Cardiovascular Therapeutics
Associate Professor, Division of Cardiology
Chicago, IL

KIM ALLAN WILLIAMS, SR., MD, 
MACC, FAHA, MASNC, FESC
James B. Herrick Professor 
Chief, Division of Cardiology 
Associate Dean for Faculty Diversity,  
Equity and Inclusion
Rush University Medical Center
Editor-in-Chief, International Journal  
of Disease Reversal
Chicago, IL

COMMITTEE/FACULTY

In support of improving patient care, Rush University Medical Center is jointly accredited by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center (ANCC), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy  Education (ACPE), and the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.  
Rush University Medical Center designates this live activity for a maximum of 3.0 AMA PRA Category 1  
Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only credit commensurate with the extent of their  participation in the activity. 
Rush University Medical Center designates this live activity for a maximum of 3.0 nursing contact hour(s). This 
activity is being presented without bias and without commercial support.      

You can view our standard evaluation form at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SQQNPM2 

ACCREDITATION



7:00 – 8:00 AM

REGISTRATION/BREAKFAST/VENDORS

8:00 – 8:10 AM 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

8:10 – 8:30 AM

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Dipti Itchhaporia, MD, FACC

8:30 – 9:00 AM

INTERVIEW WITH DR. ITCHHAPORIA
Annabelle Santos Volgman, MD, FACC, FAHA 
Nicole Lohr, MD, PhD, FACC
Mahi Ashwath, MD, MBA,FACC, FASE, FSCMR
Retu Saxena, MD, FACC
Renuka Jain, MD, FACC, FASE
Anu Tunuguntla, MD, FACC, FSCAI
Jacqueline Dawson Dowe MD, FACC

MORNING SESSION

9:00 – 9:15 AM

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH IN  
CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
Sherry-Ann Brown, MD, PhD, FACC, FAHA

9:15 – 9:30 AM 

ISCHEMIC AND NON-OBSTRUCTIVE  
CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE (INOCA) AND 
MI WITH NON-OBSTRUCTIVE CORONARY  
ARTERIES (MINOCA)
Odayme Quesada, MD, MHS, FACC

9:30 – 9:45 AM 

UPDATE ON SPONTANEOUS CORONARY AR-
TERY DISSECTION 
Courtney Baechler, MD, MS

9:45 – 10:00 AM 

PANEL DISCUSSION MODERATOR
Mahi Ashwath, MD, MBA, FACC, FASE, FSCMR

10:00 – 10:20 AM 
BREAK WITH VENDORS

10:20 – 10:35 AM 

MATERNAL MORTALITY IN USA AND NEED 
FOR INTERVENTION
Joan Briller, MD, FACC

10:35 – 10:50 AM 

CARDIO-IMMUNOLOGY
Niti Aggarwal, MD, FASNC, FACC

10:50 – 11:05 AM 

OBESITY IN CARDIOVASCULAR  DISEASE RISK
Nada Shaban, MD, FACC

11:05 – 11:20 AM 

PANEL DISCUSSION MODERATOR
Anne O’Connor, MD, FACC   

11:20 – 11:35 AM 

UPDATE ON HFpEF AND WOMEN    
Maria Rosa Costanzo, MD, FACC, FAHA, FESC, FHFSA

11:35 – 11:50 PM 

GENETICS AND CARDIAC DISEASE  
IN WOMEN
Kristin Scott-Tillery, MD, FACC

11:50 – 12:05 PM 

Q & A MODERATOR:
Tochi Okwuosa, DO, FACC, FAHA

THIS CONCLUDES OUR CME PORTION  
OF THE PROGRAM

12:05 – 12:35 PM 

BREAK WITH VENDORS

12:35 – 1:30 PM 
LUNCH

AGENDA



AFTERNOON SESSION – CAREER  
PROMOTION AND LEADERSHIP

1:30 – 2:30 PM 

PANEL DISCUSSION – LEADERSHIP  
IN CARDIOLOGY FROM DIFFERENT  
SUBSPECIALITIES 

HOW DO I LEAD IN A MALE  
DOMINATED FIELD?

MODERATOR
Poonam Velagapudi, MD, MD, FACC, FSCAI

STRUCTURAL
Anuradha Tunuguntla, MD, FACC, FSCAI

INTERVENTION
Sarah Gualano, MD, MBA, FACC, FSCAI

EP
Suzy Feigofsky, MD, FACC, FHRS

HOW DO I LEAD IN A FEMALE  
DOMINATED FIELD?

MODERATOR
Karolina Marinescu, MD, FACC

IMAGING
Melissa Tracy, MD, FACC

NON-INVASIVE/CLINICAL
Patrycja Galazka, MD, FACC

PEDIATRIC CARDIOLOGY
Jennifer CoVu, MD, FAAP, FACC

HEART FAILURE/HEART TRANSPLANT
Jane Wilcox, MD, MS

2:30 – 3:25 PM

PANEL DISCUSSION – HOW TO BE A  
#HEFORSHE AND #SHEFORSHE

MODERATORS
Jared Bunch, MD, FACC
Shruti Hegde, MD, FACC

PANEL
John Erwin, III, MD, FACP, FACC, FAHA
Kim Williams, Sr., MD, MACC, FAHA, MASNC, FESC 
Andy Kates, MD, FACC
Renuka Jain, MD, FACC, FASE

3:25 – 3:40 PM

WOMEN AS ONE
Roxana Mehran, MD, FACC, FACP, FCCP, FESC, FAHA, MSCAI 

3:40 – 3:50 PM  

ABSTRACT POSTER COMPETITION

3:50 - 4:10 PM 

BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS

4:10 – 5:10 PM 

BREAK OUT SESSIONS

4:10 – 4:25 PM CHOICE OF ONE

4:25 – 4:40 PM CHOICE OF ONE

MENTORSHIP
Noreen T. Nazir, MD, FACC

CREATING A NICHE CLINIC
Jeanne DeCara, MD, FACC, FASE

FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE
P. Raghu Reddy, MD, FACC, FSCAI

4:40 – 4:55 PM CHOICE OF ONE

4:55 – 5:10 PM CHOICE OF ONE

PRIVATE PRACTICE
Toniya Singh, MD, FACC

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Hena Patel, MD

WELLNESS AND RESILIENCY
Laxmi Mehta, MD, FACC, FAHA, FNLA

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP AT ACC  
AND BEYOND
Sandy Lewis, MD, FACC

5:10 – 6:10 PM

COCKTAIL HOUR 
(Cash Bar) at the Peninsula Hotel or on your own.

6:45 PM

DINNER AT MARCHESA  

AGENDA



REGISTRATION

How to Register Online: 

www.ilacc.org or REGISTRATION LINK

FIRST NAME: 

LAST NAME:

DEGREE/CREDENTIALS: 

PRACTICE/COMPANY NAME: 

ADDRESS:

CITY:    

STATE:                                          ZIP CODE: 

WORK PHONE:

CELL/HOME PHONE:

ACC MEMBER NUMBER:   

I will attend the meeting:

 IN PERSON                         

 VIRTUALLY (LIVE)

                                            

ACC Physician Member          $100

ACC Non-Member  $150

Fellow-in-Training  $25

ACC Member CV Team  $50

Dinner June 25, 2022  $100

HOTEL INFORMATION
BOOK BY MAY 24, 2022 TO ENSURE RATE

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL
BOOKING LINK: 
IL-ACC Room Block

21C HOTEL
BOOKING LINK: 
https://book.passkey.com/e/50299236 

MARRIOTT MAG MILE
BOOKING LINK:
https://book.passkey.com/e/50302321

CANCELLATION POLICY: Requests for cancellation 
made by June 10, 2022 will be refunded minus a $20 
administrative fee. No Shows or Cancellations after 
June 10th will not be refunded. 

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Check (payable to IL-ACC, 900 S. Frontage Rd., 
Suite 325, Woodridge, IL 60517)
 
     VISA           MASTERCARD           AMEX

CARDHOLDER NAME: 

CARD #:

EXP DATE:    SEC. CODE:

SIGNATURE: 

MIDWEST ACC WOMEN IN CARDIOLOGY SYMPOSIUM
June 25, 2022 | Women’s Athletic Club | 626 Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL

June 25, 2022, Dinner at Marchesa at 535 N. 
Wells St., Chicago, is limited to 50 attendees. 
Dinner cost is $100. 

I WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THE DINNER:

 YES

 NO

Credit Card Billing Address (if different than above): 

ADDRESS:

CITY:    

STATE:                                          ZIP CODE: 

CONTACT RELEASE: By completing this form you 
are allowing release of your contact information to 
our sponsors/exhibitors. If you prefer not to have 
your information released please check the box.  

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ej4arli3eb84c0af&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/hotel/rooms?qDest=505%20North%20Michigan%20Ave,%20Chicago,%20IL,%20US&qCiMy=52022&qCiD=24&qCoMy=52022&qCoD=26&qAdlt=1&qChld=0&qRms=1&qRtP=6CBARC&qIta=99801505&qGrpCd=UHG&qSlH=ORDHA&qAkamaiCC=US&qSrt=sBR&qBrs=re.ic.in.vn.cp.vx.hi.ex.rs.cv.sb.cw.ma.ul.ki.va.ii.sp.nd.ct.sx.we.lx&qWch=0&qSmP=1&setPMCookies=true&qRad=30&qRdU=mi&srb_u=1&qSHBrC=IC&icdv=99801505
https://book.passkey.com/event/50299236/owner/51118/home
https://book.passkey.com/event/50302321/owner/1361/home

