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Certified Cardiovascular Knowledge Exam (CCKE) Blueprint: Access here for the Blueprint  

2020 ACC Clinical Competencies for Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants in Adult 
Cardiovascular Medicine:

• Key Points to Remember (2020) 

• Full Clinical Document 

ACC/AHA Guidelines: The table below highlights guideline-related tools to help you study for the topics 
covered on the CCKE.

For additional information on guidelines and other clinical document types, please visit  
www.ACC.org/Guidelines or the ACC Guidelines App at https://www.acc.org/Tools-and-Practice-Support/
Mobile-Resources/Features/Guideline-Clinical-App 

CLINICAL TOPIC & GUIDELINE-BASED STUDY TOOLS
Acute Coronary Syndromes (13% of CCKE) 

• STEMI Guideline Focused Update (2015) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease: Guideline Perspectives  (2023)

• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline-at-a-Glance (2023)

• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline: JACC Interactive Tool (2023) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease: JACC Central Illustration (2023) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline (2023) 

• Coronary Artery Revascularization: Guideline Perspectives (2021) 

• Coronary Artery Revascularization Guideline (2021)    

• Dual Antiplatelet Therapy in Patients With Coronary Artery Disease: Guideline Perspectives (2016)

• Dual Antiplatelet Therapy in Patients With Coronary Artery Disease Guideline (2016) 

Adult Congenital Heart Disease (5% of CCKE) 

• Adults With Congenital Heart Disease: Guideline Perspectives  (2018) 

• ACHD Clinician Tool (2018) 

• Adults With Congenital Heart Disease: Guidelines Made Simple (2018) 

• Adults With Congenital Heart Disease Guideline (2018) 

https://www.acc.org/-/media/Non-Clinical/Files-PDFs-Excel-MS-Word-etc/Membership/Cardiovascular-Team/CCKE-NP-PA/2023-CCKE-Blueprint-for-NPs-and-PAs.pdf
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/03/19/16/21/2020-Clinical-Competencies-for-NPs-and-PAs-in-Adult-Cardiovascular-Medicine
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2020.01.005
http://www.acc.org/Guidelines
https://www.acc.org/Tools-and-Practice-Support/Mobile-Resources/Features/Guideline-Clinical-App
https://www.acc.org/Tools-and-Practice-Support/Mobile-Resources/Features/Guideline-Clinical-App
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/CIR.0000000000000336
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2023/07/17/19/06/2023-guideline-for-chronic-coronary-disease-gl-ccd
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2023.06.006
https://www.jacc.org/guidelines/chronic-coronary-disease/interactive
https://www.jacc.org/action/downloadFigures?id=undfig1&doi=10.1016%2Fj.jacc.2023.06.006
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2023.04.003
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2021/12/08/21/19/2021-Guideline-for-Revascularization-gl-revasc
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2021.09.006
http://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2016/03/25/14/56/2016-acc-aha-guideline-focused-update-on-duration-of-dapt
http://www.onlinejacc.org/content/68/10/1082.full.pdf
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2018.08.1029
http://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=77CC01CBB3BB4237A3AD5D2FE4660438
http://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=C825BD00B1934AA099334E22A7405F56
http://www.onlinejacc.org/content/73/12/e81.full.pdf
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Ambulatory & Consultative Cardiology Care (9% of CCKE)  

• Clinical Competencies for Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants in Adult Cardiovascular 
Medicine: Key Points to Remember, Table 5 (2020)

• Clinical Competencies for Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants in Adult Cardiovascular 
Medicine, Table 5 

Cardiac Arrhythmias and Electrophysiology (11% of CCKE) 

• Atrial Fibrillation Guideline Perspectives (2023) 
• Atrial Fibrillation Guideline-at-a-Glance (2023) 
• Atrial Fibrillation JACC Guideline Interactive Tool (2023) 
• Atrial Fibrillation JACC Central Illustration (2023) 
• Atrial Fibrillation Guideline (2023) 
• Ventricular Arrhythmias and the Prevention of Sudden Cardiac Death Guideline Perspectives (2017)
• Ventricular Arrhythmias and the Prevention of Sudden Cardiac Death Guidelines Made Simple (2017) 
• Ventricular Arrhythmias and the Prevention of Sudden Cardiac Death Clinician Tool (2017) 
• Ventricular Arrhythmias and the Prevention of Sudden Cardiac Death Guideline (2017)
• Supraventricular Tachycardia Guideline Perspectives (2015)
• Supraventricular Tachycardia Toolkit (2015) 
• Supraventricular Tachycardia Guideline (2015)

CV Disease Prevention (9% of CCKE) 

• Primary Prevention Guideline Perspectives (2019) 
• Primary Prevention Guideline JACC Central Illustration (2019) 
• Primary Prevention Guideline (2019) 
• Primary Prevention Clinician Tool (2019) 
• 2018 Guideline on the Management of Blood Cholesterol:  Guidelines Made Simple 

Critical Care Cardiology (2% of CCKE) 

• Chest Pain Guideline Perspectives (2021) 

• Chest Paim Guidelines Made Simple (2021) 
• Chest Pail Guideline JACC Interactive Tool (2021) 
• Chest Pain Guideline (2021) 
• STEMI Guideline Focused Update (2015) 
• Non-ST-Elevation Acute Coronary Syndromes Guideline (2014) 

https://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/03/19/16/21/2020-clinical-competencies-for-nps-and-pas-in-adult-cardiovascular-medicine
https://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/03/19/16/21/2020-clinical-competencies-for-nps-and-pas-in-adult-cardiovascular-medicine
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2020.01.005
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2020.01.005
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2023/11/27/19/46/2023-acc-guideline-for-af-gl-af
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2023.10.021?_ga=2.240397444.64633729.1707753843-1064948712.1702941116
https://www.jacc.org/guidelines/atrial-fibrillation/interactive?_ga=2.153963327.64633729.1707753843-1064948712.1702941116
https://www.jacc.org/action/downloadFigures?id=fig1&doi=10.1016%2Fj.jacc.2023.10.021&_ga=2.153963327.64633729.1707753843-1064948712.1702941116
https://www.jacc.org/doi/epdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2023.08.017
http://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2017/10/29/08/56/2017-guideline-for-management-of-patients-with-ventricular-arrhythmias
http://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=29BAB131E8D04F928F23CDA0054026F2
http://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=7DFE07478B0C412D9C9F98152A9B783F
http://www.onlinejacc.org/content/72/14/e91.full.pdf
http://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2015/09/23/09/13/2015-acc-aha-hrs-guideline-for-the-management-of-adult-patients-with-svt
http://www.acc.org/-/media/Non-Clinical/Files-PDFs-Excel-MS-Word-etc/Guidelines/2015/2015_SVT_Toolkit_ReferenceCard.pdf
http://www.onlinejacc.org/content/67/13/e27.full.pdf?_ga=2.217917841.64633729.1707753843-1064948712.1702941116
http://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2019/03/07/16/00/2019-acc-aha-guideline-on-primary-prevention-gl-prevention
http://www.onlinejacc.org/guidelines/prevention?_ga=2.254029071.64633729.1707753843-1064948712.1702941116
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2019.03.010
https://www.acc.org/-/media/Non-Clinical/Files-PDFs-Excel-MS-Word-etc/Guidelines/2019/Prevention-Guideline-Clinician-Tool.pdf
https://www.acc.org/-/media/Non-Clinical/Files-PDFs-Excel-MS-Word-etc/Guidelines/2018/Guidelines-Made-Simple-Tool-2018-Cholesterol.pdf?la=en&hash=FFF625AF197E3372BA3C7597746C6A10A215B249
https://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2021/10/27/14/06/2021-guideline-for-chest-pain-gl_chestpain
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=6D2F94149DF3471387EB9F58D01011C1
https://www.jacc.org/guidelines/chest-pain/interactive?_ga=2.144966579.64633729.1707753843-1064948712.1702941116
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2021.07.053
http://www.onlinejacc.org/content/61/4/e78.full.pdf
http://www.onlinejacc.org/content/64/24/e139.full.pdf
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Heart Failure (14% of CCKE)  

• Heart Failure Guideline Perspectives (2022) 
• Heart Failure Guidelines JACC Central Illustration (2022) 
• Heart Failure Guideline (2022) 

Pericardial Disease (5% of CCKE) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease: Guideline Perspectives  (2023) 
• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline-at-a-Glance (2023) 
• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline: JACC Interactive Tool (2023) 
• Chronic Coronary Disease: JACC Central Illustration (2023) 
• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline (2023) 

Stable Ischemic Heart Disease (8% of CCKE)

• Chronic Coronary Disease: Guideline Perspectives  (2023) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline-at-a-Glance (2023) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline: JACC Interactive Tool (2023) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease: JACC Central Illustration (2023) 

• Chronic Coronary Disease Guideline (2023)

Valvular Heart Disease (9% of CCKE) 

• Valvular Heart Disease Guideline Perspectives, Pt. 1 (2020) 

• Valvular Heart Disease Guideline Perspectives, Pt. 2 (2020) 

• Valvular Heart Disease Guideline Perspectives, Pt. 3 (2020) 

• Valvular Heart Disease Guidelines Made Simple (2020) 

• Valvular Heart Disease Guideline (2020) 

Vascular Medicine (6% of CCKE) 

• Lower Extremity Peripheral Artery Disease Guideline Perspectives Per (2016) 

• Lower Extremity Peripheral Artery Disease Guideline (2016) 

Core Competencies (9% of CCKE) 

• Clinical Competencies for Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants in Adult Cardiovascular 
Medicine: Key Points to Remember, Table 3 (2020) 

• Clinical Competencies for Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants in Adult Cardiovascular 
Medicine, Table 3 (2020) 

https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2022/03/29/19/53/2022-AHA-ACC-HFSA-Heart-Failure-Guideline-gl-hf
https://www.jacc.org/guidelines/heart-failure-management?_ga=2.149638065.64633729.1707753843-1064948712.1702941116
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2021.12.012
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2023/07/17/19/06/2023-guideline-for-chronic-coronary-disease-gl-ccd
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2023.06.006
https://www.jacc.org/guidelines/chronic-coronary-disease/interactive
https://www.jacc.org/action/downloadFigures?id=undfig1&doi=10.1016%2Fj.jacc.2023.06.006
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2023.04.003
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2023/07/17/19/06/2023-guideline-for-chronic-coronary-disease-gl-ccd
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2023.06.006
https://www.jacc.org/guidelines/chronic-coronary-disease/interactive
https://www.jacc.org/action/downloadFigures?id=undfig1&doi=10.1016%2Fj.jacc.2023.06.006
https://www.jacc.org/action/downloadFigures?id=undfig1&doi=10.1016%2Fj.jacc.2023.06.006
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/12/16/21/58/2020-ACC-AHA-VHD-GL-Pt-1-GL-VHD
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/12/16/22/00/2020-ACC-AHA-VHD-GL-Pt-2-GL-VHD
https://www.acc.org/Latest-in-Cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/12/16/22/01/2020-ACC-AHA-VHD-GL-Pt-3-GL-VHD
https://www.acc.org/-/media/Non-Clinical/Files-PDFs-Excel-MS-Word-etc/Guidelines/2020/VHD-Guidelines-Made-Simple-Tool-gl-vhd.pdf
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2020.11.018
http://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2016/11/10/21/41/sunday-8am-2016-aha-acc-guideline-on-lepad-aha-2016
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2016.11.007
https://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/03/19/16/21/2020-clinical-competencies-for-nps-and-pas-in-adult-cardiovascular-medicine
https://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2020/03/19/16/21/2020-clinical-competencies-for-nps-and-pas-in-adult-cardiovascular-medicine
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2020.01.005
https://www.jacc.org/doi/pdf/10.1016/j.jacc.2020.01.005
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PRACTICE TOOLS AND SUPPORT INFOGRAPHICS

• Transformation of HF Care: SGLT2i: https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-
gallery/media-detail?id=4ff98d8bbc4a4647aa20139d20fb517a  

• The Hypertension Crisis https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-
detail?id=2bb4cc286f1b4ffdbcd3cab01e136dbf 

• Could it be FH? https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?i
d=3a7b1ad052684e998f24b3934064fbcc 

• Demystifying Syncope https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-
detail?id=7b4f0fda7fc247599f5e8d4f46067019 

• Medication  Safety: Switching P2Y12 Inhibitors: https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-
and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=d6590efa65fd4881ad53196eb1e618a1  

• DOAC Dosing for AFib: https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-
detail?id=1843dc7d3bed40a5bc864be475231861 

*All documents and links in this list are free and available to all interested CCKE applicants 

For additional study plus practice questions, consider ACCSAP, which is available to CCKE applicants at 
special pricing: 

• Members:  $300 for a one-year subscription 

• Nonmembers:  $350 for a one-year subscription 

To learn more, visit ACC.org/ACCSAP.  

https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=4ff98d8bbc4a4647aa20139d20fb517a
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=4ff98d8bbc4a4647aa20139d20fb517a
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=2bb4cc286f1b4ffdbcd3cab01e136dbf
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=2bb4cc286f1b4ffdbcd3cab01e136dbf
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=3a7b1ad052684e998f24b3934064fbcc
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=3a7b1ad052684e998f24b3934064fbcc
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=7b4f0fda7fc247599f5e8d4f46067019
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=7b4f0fda7fc247599f5e8d4f46067019
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=d6590efa65fd4881ad53196eb1e618a1
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=d6590efa65fd4881ad53196eb1e618a1
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=1843dc7d3bed40a5bc864be475231861
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=1843dc7d3bed40a5bc864be475231861
https://www.acc.org/education-and-meetings/image-and-slide-gallery/media-detail?id=1843dc7d3bed40a5bc864be475231861
http://www.ACC.org/ACCSAP

